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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  195 3 » 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Capp  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1953. 

The  vital  statistics  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  I do  not  consider 
that  the  five  infant  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year  can  be  attributed 
to  environmental  causes.  The  population  shows  another  slight  increase  and  the 
higher  birth-rate  of  1952  has  been  sustained.  The  one  new  notification  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  1953  was  an  elderly  adult  male.  As  three  cases 
were  considered  to  have  completely  recovered  during  the  year  by  the  Chest 
Physician,  the  total  of  tuberculosis  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  showed  a reduction. 

It  will  be  noted  that  Section  47  of  the  National.  Assistance  Act  had  to 
be  invoked,  but  the  case  in  question  had  a "happy  ending". 

As  far  a.s  environmentql  work  was  concerned  the  big  handicap  was  the 
loss  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  June  and,  as  a result,  it  was  not  possible 
to  carry  out  the  day-to-day  housing  inspections  and  inspections  of  food 
premises  that  would  normally  have  been  done.  Consequently,  this  report  is  not 
so  comprehensive  with  regard  to  information  on  defects  of  property,  public 
health  nuisances  dealt  with,  and  other  sanitary  circumstances  such  as  the 
Council  might  wish  to  be  informed  upon.  However,  it  may  be  stated  that  an 
attempt  was  made  to  meet  most  complainants  and  deal  with  problems  as  they  arose. 

As  far  as  general  sanitary  work  was  concerned,  progress  was  made  in  three 
respects :- 

1.  By  dealing  with  a.  number  of  properties  where  pail-closets  x/ere  particularly 
undesirable,  a number  of  pail-closets  were  dispensed  with  and  conversion  to 
water-carriage  system  was  achieved. 

2.  Where  families  were  rehoused  from  bad  properties  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  the  properties  were  visited  soon  after  the  Council* s allocation  had  been 
made  and  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act  before  they  became  vacant. 

3.  A large  number  of  occupiers  were  persuaded  to  replace  improvised  dust- 
bins with  new  ones  and  thereby  assist  the  refuse  collectors  by  making  their 
work  easier. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  voluntary  agencies  in  the  welfare  of  old 
people  was  very  noticeable.  This  vital  work  is  of  great  importance  to  th© 
sanitary  authority  as  it  helps  to  ensure  that  the  homes  of  solitary  elderly- 
people  are  kept  in  a comfortable  condition  for  as  long  as  possible. 

This  will  be  my  last  annual  report  to  the  Kalesworth  Urban  District 
Council.  I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  for  their  courtesy 
and  support  at  all  times. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


J.B.  KERSHAW 


Genami  Statistics. 


Area. 

Registrar  Goncra-l's  estimate 
of  Population  (Mid  1953). 
Number  of  inhabited  houses. 
Rateable  Value. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate. 


1107  acres. 

2249 
810 
£ 14,143 
£ 53 


Vital  Statistics. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  Births. 

17 

18 

35 

(illegitimate) . 

Rate  per  1000  population  = 15.5 
Rate  per  1000  population 

(England  and  Wales)  =15.5 
Comparability  factor.  = 1.09 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Still  Births. 

.. 

1 

1 

(illegitimate) . 

Rate  per  1000  live  births.  = 28.5. 
Rate  per  1000  population.  = .44 
Rate  per  1000  population 

(England  and  Wales)  = .35 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Maternal  Mortality.  Nil. 


Infantile  Mortality. 


(Illegitimate) 


Males 

2 


(2) 


Females  Total 

3 5 

(3)  (5) 


Rate  per  luOO  live  births.  = 142.8 
Rate  per  1000  live  births  - 

(England  and  Wales).  = 26.8 


Infant  Deaths. 


Cause.  Age . 

Prematurity  (28  weeks-) . 6 days . 

Prematurity  (29  weeks).  2 hours. 

Intra-crarial  haemorrhage.  1 week. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage.  3 hours. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage.  2 days. 


Place  of  Confinement. 
Ipswich  Borough  General 
Hospital . 

It  tl  I! 

It  It  tl 

Patrick  Stead  Hospital. 
Home. 


Deaths  (all  ages). 


Males 

Females 

Total 

21 

9 

30 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population.  = 13*3 


Rate  per  1000  estimated  M 

(England  and  Wales).  = 11.4 

Comparability  factor.  = 0.84 

Causes  of  Death 

Moles 

Malignant  disease  of  stomach.  1 

Malignant  disease  of  lung.  - 

Other  Malignant  disease.  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 

system.  3 

Coronary  Heart  Disease. 

Other  Heart  Disease.  6 

Other  Circulatory  Disease.  1 

Bronchitis . 3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach.  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases.  3 

Motor  vehicle  o.ccidents.  1 


21 

(1952)  TisT 


Comparative  statis 

tics  for  the 

last  3 years. 

Population. 

1951. 

2169 

1952. 

2136 

19 

2249 

Births . 

23 

34 

35 

Deaths . 

40 

30 

30 

Infant  Dea.ths. 

1 

2 

5 

I nf  e ctious  Diseases. 


The  following  cc.ses  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Whooping  Cough. 

3 

1 

4 

Mead.es . 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

- 

7 

7 

2 


Tuberculosis . 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  following  cases  were  on  the  register :- 


Pulmonary. 
Non-pulmonary • 


Males . 

4 

To™ 


Females . 

4 


4 


M. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  cases  were  on  the  register:- 


Pulmonary. 
Non-pulmonary . 


Males . 

~r~ 

3 


Females. 

3 


Total. 

9 

3 

12 


Additions  to  the  register 

New  notifications. 

Moved  into  the  district  from  elsewhere. 


Removals  from  the  register;- 

Diagnosed  ultimately  as  non- tuberculous . 
Recovered. 

Moved  out  of  the  district. 


1 

,_2__ 

3 


Mass  Radiography. 

The  Norwich  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board 
visited  Halesworth  between  24th  February  an d 5th  'March. 

Volunteers  from  the  town  and  surrounding  districts  were  X-rayed. 

The  Medical  Director  has  kindly  submitted  the  following  results ;- 

Males . Females . Total . 
Number  of  Miniature  X-rayed  'Examinations.  627 

Number  of  Cases  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  found;- 

(a)  Actual  Cases.  1 

(b)  Gases  requiring  observation 

at  Chest  Clinic.  5 

(c)  Previously  diagnosed  co.ses.2 

Among  other  disea.ses  discovered  were:- 

Chronic  Bronchitis.  6 

Bronchiectasis . 1 

Pulmonary  Fibrosis.  5 

Basal  Fibrosis.  12 

Pleural  Thickening.  1 

Haematoma.  1 

Congenital  Cyst . 1 

Bronchial  Carcinoma.  1 

Heart  and  Blood  Vessel  lesions.  7 


535 


3 

1 


1162 

1 

8 

3 


3 


T 


National  Assistance  Act  1943. 


During  1953  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  Section  47 
of  this  Act  in  the  case  of  an  elderly  lady  who  was  partially-sighted  and 
also  suffering  from  the  effects  of  arterio-sclerosis . She  was  living  alone 
and  her  hone  conditions  were  becoming  increasingly  insanitary  with  resultant 
offence  to  neighbours.  When,  eventually,  accommodation  was  available  in 
Blythburgh  and  District  Hospital  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  a magistrates 
order  in  order  to  ensure  her  admission.  She  settled  down  comfortably  in 
the  institution  but  ultimately  left  to  go  to  live  with  a relative  in 
another  part  of  the  country. 

Milk  - Producers . 


Sampling  of  milk  from  the  herds  of  producers  was  carried  out  by  the 
County  Sanitary  Inspector.  In  no  case  was  if  found  necessary  to  take 
action  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  (these  regulations  deal 
with  the  compulsory  diversion  of  infected  milk  for  heat  treatment  before 
sale  for  human  consumption) » 

Milk  - Dealers. 


The  three  firms  in  the  district  sealing  milk  to  consumers  were  each 
registered  for  the  sale  of  specially  designated  milks. 


Meat. 


During  1953  no  slaughterhouses  were  in  use  in  Halesworth,  the  meat 
being  consigned  from  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  in  Beccles. 

Ice-Cream. 


7 premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream. 

No  premises  were  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream. 

Condemned  Food . 

During  the  year,  the  following  foods  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 


Plums . 

24 

tins . 

Milk. 

1 

tin. 

Cherries . 

6 

ti 

Pilchards. 

1 

it 

Strawberries . 

1 

tin. 

Mince  beef  Loa 

f.  1 

it 

White  grapes. 

4 

tins. 

Sultanas . 

120 

lbs. 

Peas. 

1 

tin. 

Beef. 

98 

lbs. 

Chicken  soup. 

1 

tt 

Ham. 

28 

lbs . 

Stewed  Steak. 

2 

tins. 

Pork  Sausages, 

1 

tin. 

Corned  beef. 

12 

ozs. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  at  monthly  intervals  samples  of  the 
main  water-supply  were  taken  (i)  from  the  source  before  chlorination  and 
(ii)  from  a private  supply  tap  in  the  town.  The  Acting  Surveyor  took 
these  samples  for  bacheriological  analysis  at  the  Ipswich  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  The  reports  on  all  these  samples  showed  the  water  to  be  free 
from  any  sign  of  pollution  and  "quite  satisfa.ctory!l. 

Pail  Closets. 

In  March  1953  the  Surveyor*  drew  up  a detailed  schedule  of  the  pails  in 
the  town  which  were  being  emptied  at  the  Council’s  expense.  Each  individual 
case  wa.s  considered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee.  The  original  schedule 
showed  131  properties  to  be  thus  served. 


4. 


Since  then  an  effort  has  been  nade  to  persuade  landlords  to  convert  to 
water-carriage  systems  and  a further  reduction  has  been  effected. 

Factories  Acts  1937  and  1948. 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power.  24 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power.  10 

-2L. 

Attention  was  drawn  to  one  factory  with  mechanical  power  by  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories.  The  sanitary  conveniences  were  insufficient  and  the  safety 
precautions  were  inadequate  in  view  of  a recent  increase  in  the  numoer  of 
employees.  Both  defects  were  difficult  to  rectify.  Ultimately  the  problem 
was  solved  when  the  employer  reduced  the  number  of  persons  employed. 

September,  1954# 


5 


